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Fiction, Grade 6-8

Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator by Jennifer Allison

Gilda, 13, is in trouble at home, between the lies and the spying. (Long story, but it’s not her fault that she likes to exaggerate. And investigate. And learn about people.) So she wrangles an invite to a long lost cousin’s house that just happens to be haunted. Good thing Gilda isn’t afraid of anything!

Fullmetal Alchemist by Hiromu Arakawa

Brothers who broke the laws of alchemy make mayhem in this quirky manga. Alphonse’s soul is encased in a metal battle suit. Edward’s metal arm and leg are dangerous weapons - and his rages are even more dangerous.

Spacer and Rat by Margaret Bechard

Space-born Jake is about to start an apprenticeship on a new space station when he meets Kit, an Earthie, or “Rat.” Helping Kit save her sentient robot, Waldo, from greedy establishment interests changes his worldview, and nearly costs his life.

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac

Sixteen-year-old Ned Begay enlists in the Marines during WWII and is trained as a special Navaho radioman – our country’s unbreakable code transmitters in the Pacific theater.

Boy Proof by Cecil Castellucci

Victoria, 16, calls herself Egg after the star of her favorite movie -- and dresses like her, also! Egg is smart, proud, and convinced she's OK alone; she doesn't need people. She's about to find out that it's hard to be "boy proof" and impossible to be "people proof."

Queen Bee by Chynna Clugston-Major
Haley and Alexa battle for popularity at middle school – and the battle gets wild when their psychokinetic powers go out of control!

Quid Pro Quo by Vicki Grant

Cyril McIntyre’s feisty mom dragged him to her law school classes because she couldn’t afford a babysitter. Now she’s disappeared under dangerous circumstances, and he needs all the research skills he absorbed to rescue her.

Dark Sons by Nikki Grimes

In alternating chapters, Sam, a modern teenager, and Ishmael, from biblical times, each tell the stories of their troubled home lives. Surprising similarities appear as details about each young man are related through Grimes’ amazing poems.

Invisible by Pete Hautman

Seemingly best friends, Doug and Andy couldn’t be more different – one obsessed with model trains and the other a high school football star – but a deeper look into their lives reveals secrets that one doesn’t want to confront and the other can’t avoid.

Totally Joe by James Howe

Joe has to write an alpha-biography for class. In his biography, Joe discusses 7th grade, friends, romance and coming out in this sequel to The Misfits.

Absolutely Positively Not by David LaRochelle

Steven is determined to be the man he thinks he should be, so he finds a book that claims to help boys become "real" men. As he begins to follow the instructions, he finds trouble at every turn because none of the things he enjoys are "manly" and all of the things that are, he hates. Does this make him less of a man? Is he gay? What happens if he is?

Day of Tears: A Novel in Dialogue by Julius Lester.

After being sold in the largest slave auction in American history, Emma and Joe agonize whether to attempt escape or remain slaves in this fact based novel told mostly in dialogue.

Zahrah the Windseeker by Nnedi Okorafor-Mbachu

Zahrah must venture into the forbidden jungle to look for a cure when her friend, Dari, is bitten by a poisonous snake. On the adventure she learns about her magical heritage, her strengths, and overcoming her fears.

Skybreaker by Kenneth Oppel

In his second set of aeronautical adventures, Matt Cruse accompanies Kate DeVries in her quest for the airborne treasures to be found on the Hyperion, a mythical airship long thought lost forever.

The Lightening Thief by Rick Riordan

Percy “Perseus” Jackson’s miserable school career has very deep roots – he learns he’s the halfmortal son of a Greek god, with surprising powers that show up as learning differences in our world. He also discovers he has some very nasty enemies!

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick

When drumming whiz Steven’s little brother Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven throws himself deeper into his music. Everyone in the family struggles with Jeffrey’s illness, but Steven and Jeffrey become closer and happier than they ever thought possible.

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld

What would you do to be beautiful? Would you betray one group of friends to be with others? Would you risk losing part of what makes you you? These are the questions facing Tally Youngblood.

Black Storm Comin’ by Diane Lee Wilson

Colton Wescott’s difficult journey west to California in 1860 is made even harder due to the prejudices his mixed-race family faces. When his father runs off, Colton is left to “keep it together.” He takes a job with the Pony Express and battles weather, the Rockies, small-minded people and his own insecurities.

Poison by Chris Wooding

Posion has spent her entire life in the Black Marshes, one of the most back-water, luckless places on earth. After her sister is switched with a changeling, Poison ventures out to set things right and finds herself pitted against phaeries, trolls, deamons and other “unworldlies.”

Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin

When Liz Hall is 15, she is killed in a hit-and-run accident. She finds herself in Elsewhere – a place that is sort of Heaven, sort of Earth. Liz will age backwards in Elsewhere until she reaches infancy and will then be reborn on Earth. On Elsewhere, as on Earth, the true story is not the beginning or the end, but the journey.

Fiction, Grade 9-12
The Diary of Pelly D. by L. J. Adlington

Tony V. is on a demolition crew on a distant Earth colony where the inhabitants were first cultivated in test tubes, have gills, and need to spend every day in water to survive. He finds the diary of a teenaged girl who unravels the story of an idyllic world that is destroyed by the people who believe that one gene ancestry is superior.

Valiant by Holly Black

After seventeen-year old Val runs away from home, she becomes involved with the underground world of faerie in New York City and is bound in servitude to the troll Ravus.

Upstate by Kalisha Buckhanon

Antonio and Natasha are a teenaged couple that is split up by Antonio being sent to jail for his father's murder. The two continue to write letters to one another, but as time passes and each one changes and grows, they become more distant.

Ball Don’t Lie by Matt De La Pena

Sticky, 17, foster care victim and talented white basketball player, overcomes his tough upbringing with the support of his girlfriend and the older hoopsters at the local gym.

As Simple as Snow by Gregory Galloway

Anna Cayne, a goth girl, moves to a new town and begins a relationship with the straight laced, unnamed narrator. The two enjoy a whirlwind relationship until the fateful day Anna goes missing. The only clue is a neatly folded dress laid out by a hole in the ice.

Looking for Alaska by John Green

Miles Halter leaves for boarding school, hoping to discover the “Great Perhaps”. Instead, he meets sexy Alaska Young, a cigarette smoking, carefree, screwed up girl who may actually be just what he’s looking for.

13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson

The inheritance from Ginny’s beloved and free spirited aunt sets Ginny on an astonishing set of adventures. Knowing Ginny’s timid nature, Aunt Peg has provided her niece with opportunities for growth through vivid experiences of art and life, unusual places and people. Learn each new challenge as Ginny opens the 13 envelopes one by one.

Heavy Metal and You by Christopher Krovatin

Sammy loves exactly two things: heavy metal and his girlfriend, Melissa. She loves Sammy, but heavy metal, not so much. Add their totally different, judgmental groups of friends to the mix, and you’ve got a relationship Molotov cocktail. Will Sammy change for Melissa? Should he?

Magic or Madness by Justine Larbalestier

Fifteen-year old Reason Cansino is magically transported from the home of her scary

grandmother in Sydney, Australia, to New York City. She discovers that magic does exist and it is not a friendly force. She also discovers that it can be really hard to find a friend in a magical world.

Angry Little Girls by Lela Lee

A group of angry and neurotic little girls try to work out some of their pesky little problems.

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar

Scott Hudson tries to survive the usual challenges of life as a high school freshman while dealing with his parents’ surprise announcement that he is soon to become a big brother; suddenly life at home is almost as confusing as life at school.

Inexcusable by Chris Lynch

Keir Sarafian knows that he is a good person. In a series of flashbacks he tells us about the events following the prom. He assures us, and himself, that he didn’t do anything wrong. He’s a good person, and he’d never do anything to hurt anyone, especially someone he loves – like Gigi.

Twilight by Stephanie Meyer

When Isabella Swan moves from sunny Phoenix to live with her father in dreary Forks,

Washington, the last thing she expects is to meet someone like mysterious, alluring Edward Cullen. Edward and Bella are irresistibly drawn to one another even as Bella's very survival depends on their staying apart.

Death Note by Tsugami Ohba

The ongoing manga style story of a boy who finds a book that can kill people and the young detective who is determined to catch him.

A Room on Loreli Street by Mary E. Pearson

To escape a miserable existence taking care of her alcoholic mother, seventeen-year-old Zoe rents a room from an eccentric woman, but her earnings as a waitress after school are minimal and she must go to extremes to cover expenses.
My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult

Thirteen-year-old Anna Fitzgerald, who is a genetic match for her older sister Kate, decides to sue her parents for the right to her own body, and the right to not be a donor for her dying sister. This page-turner tells the story of the Fitzgerald family from multiple points of view, brilliantly detailing their struggle with this impossible and tragic no-win legal battle.

Kipling’s Choice by Geert Spillebeen

Rudyard Kipling never got over not being able to serve his country as a soldier because of his poor eyesight. When World War I broke out and recruits were called for, he used his influence to get his son, John, into service. The results were tragic.

Peeps by Scott Westerfeld

Night-dwelling cannibals, called parasite-positives or "peeps," are spreading the disease of vampirism throughout New York City. Cal, a carrier, works for the Night Watch, a coven of vampire hunters who are experts on the disease. His adventures as a peep hunter will take him through basements and sewers on an adventure that will make your heart race and your stomach churn.

A Certain Slant of Light by Laura Whitcomb

Two spirits meet decades after their death and learn what it is to live and love again; but the bodies of the people they possess may be more trouble than their souls are looking for.

I am the Messenger by Markus Zusak

Ed is 19 years old and his life is going nowhere until he finds himself an unsuspecting hero. Shortly after his heroic act, the first Ace arrives in his mailbox with a message on it for him. Ed follows the instructions on this and each subsequent playing card that turns up in his mailbox. As Ed works his way through the deck his life begins to take on new meaning until only one question remains, who is the dealer and what does he really want from Ed?

Non-Fiction, Grades 6-12
Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow by Susan Campbell Bartoletti

Bartoletti explores how Hitler gained the loyalty, trust, and passion of so many of

Germany's young people.

Let Me Play: The Story of Title IX, the Law that Changed the Future of Girls in America by Karen Blumenthal

The passing of Title IX was something that effected girls and women in education and sports possibly more than any other event in our history -- this very interesting read gives the details of this law in an understandable and clear way for both middle and high school students.

Red Hot Salsa: Bilingual Poems on Being Young and Latino in America by Lori Marie Carlson, ed.

Nearly 100 young Latino poets, from Nuyoricans to Cubans, Mexican-Americans to Bolivians give us glimpses of their teenaged lives, loves, and dreams in this amazing collection of bilingual poems.

Guinea Pig Scientists: Bold Self-Experimenters in Science and Medicine by Leslie Dendy and Mel Boring

Scientists and doctors throughout history put themselves at risk to discover such mysteries as how atmospheric heat affects the body’s temperature, how we digest food, and how supersonic speeds affect the safety of a jet pilot’s ejection seat.

Bat Boy Lives! by Editors of Weekly World News

A collection of the most startling news stories from the last 25 years of Weekly Worldly News reportage, including alien spammers, do-it-yourself-stomach stapling kits, and the ongoing exploits of the half man/half bat Bat Boy.

The Plot by Will Eisner

The truth behind the Protocols of the Elders of Zion; a story that has been used as an excuse for the prosecution of Jews for over 50 years presented in graphic novel format.

Our Stories, Our Songs: African Children Talk About AIDS by Deborah Ellis

A heart-warming and heart-wrenching compilation of photographs and stories, as told to the author by children and teenagers living in Malawi and Zambia. Though all of the children have suffered tragic loss due to the AIDS epidemic in Africa, their joy and determination shine through in their stories. The amazing spirit of these African children is far stronger than the disease, death, and poverty that these children face on a daily basis.

Invisible Allies: Microbes that Shape Our Lives by Jeanette Farrell

Microbes are everywhere, from your bathroom to your lunch, but as disgusting as that might sound you couldn't live without them! Without microbes, there would be no cheese or chocolate bars. This is a look at all the things microbes do to help humans and the environment.

Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth and John Wilkes Booth by James Cross Giblin

Edwin Booth was one of Victorian America’s most famous actors – and his younger brother John Wilkes Booth was nearly as successful. But John’s secret devotion to the Confederacy led him to an act of atrocity – the assassination of President Lincoln.

Onward: A Photobiography of African-American Polar Explorer Matthew Henson by Delores Johnson

Matthew Henson's strength and ability to communicate with the Inuit were key to the discovery of the North Pole, but because he was African-American, history did not initially recognize Henson as the co-discoverer of the North Pole.

The Forbidden Schoolhouse: The True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and Her Students by Suzanne Jurmain

An eye-opening look at the obstacles faced by abolitionist Prudence Crandall in pre-Civil

War New England as she battled the town of Canterbury, CT to provide an education for free black girls at her boarding school.

Lessons in Taxidermy by Bee Lavender

"Whatever should not happen will." With these words, Bee Lavender sums up her life - for how many others can say they survived cancers, car wrecks and debilitating diseases and still managed to live life as fully as possible?

A Wreath for Emmett Till by Marilyn Nelson

In an amazing feat -- a heroic crown of sonnets -- Nelson tells the story of teenager Emmett Till who was brutally murdered in rural Mississippi because he allegedly made an advance toward a white woman in 1955.

The Jump: Sebastian Telfair and the High-Stakes Business of High School Ball Sports by Ian O’Connor
Writer Ian O’Connor follows high school basketball sensation Sebastian Telfair through his senior year as he decides whether to go straight to the NBA draft from high school –

the first point guard ever to do so.
Japan 1945: A U.S. Marine’s Photographs from Ground Zero by Joe O’Donnell
Joe O’Donnell was a member of the U.S. occupying force that landed in Japan in 1945. His collection of photographs taken at that time capture the people, places, and horrors he witnessed in Japanese cities after the U.S. bomber raids.

The Superhero Handbook by Michael Powell

Are you naturally amazing? Have you been sent here from a distant dying solar system? Do you have a preoccupation with dubious rubber suits? Find the answers to all your questions, plus lots of advice on how to develop your superhero potential. You'll soon learn that you're not alone, that your retro hairstyling choices are perfectly normal, and that there's more to being a superhero than saving the planet, changing in phone booths, and struggling to disguise your fatal flaws.
Growing Up In Slavery: Stories of Young Slaves as told by themselves by Yuval Taylor

Ten slaves tell their stories in this collection that covers the range of the slave experience, from the passage across the Atlantic to daily life as a slave both on large plantations and in the city, and from escaping slavery to fighting in the Civil War.

The Glass Castle by Jeannete Walls

This is a memoir of a young woman who has every right to be angry at the way she was raised. Her mother is a frustrated artist, her father a would-be inventor with a drinking problem. She and her siblings were uprooted time and time again and were left unfed and poorly clothed. Her mother thinks homelessness “is an adventure” and the list goes on. Despite all of this, Jeannette manages to tell her tale non-judgmentally and with love and compassion for her two crazy parents.

How to Survive a Robot Uprising by Daniel Wilson

If you have ever worried about protecting yourself against robots gone bad, this book is a must read. It is both funny and informative.

When I was a Soldier by Valerie Zenatti

The author tells of her life during her mandatory military service for the Israeli Defense Army. At first, Valerie was excited to be a soldier, but soon realizes that the army is not what she hoped it would be. She struggles with a loss of freedom, questions patriotism, and is insecure of her own abilities. Strength comes from every experience and Valerie ultimately survives her two years as a soldier. She returns home with deepened independence, conviction, and confidence.
