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BASIC READERS’ ADVISORY

Gary Warren Niebuhr
Greendale Public Library
5647 Broad Street
Greendale, WI 53129
(414) 423-2136 ext. 225
gary.niebuhr@mcfls.org (work—for library stuff)
piesbook@execpc.com (home—for workshop bookings)
http://my.execpc.com/~piesbook/piescatalog.html

Make Mine a Mystery: A Reader's Guide to Mystery and 
Detective Fiction  (Libraries Unlimited, 978-1563087844)

Read 'Em Their Writes: A Handbook for Mystery and Crime 
Fiction Book Discussions  (Libraries Unlimited, 978-
1591583035)

READERS’ ADVISORYREADERS’ ADVISORY

Connecting readers to books
or

Connecting customers to the Connecting customers to the 
story they want to be told
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The most common questions in 
the readers’ advisory interview 
are:

If I like author X  what If I like author X, what 
else have they written? 

If I like author/book X, 
what do I read next?

If I like author X, who 
writes like her/him?/

Have your read any 
good books lately?

A Related Read:  
a book that shares 
elements of plot or 
setting but which do 
not share the same 

l l t  appeal elements. 
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A Read-Alike:  
a book that shares 
appeal factors not 
related to plot or 
setting such as style, 
th  d  theme, mood or 
atmosphere. 

“Tell me about a book that 
you have read and enjoyed”
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“What are you 
in the mood to read?”in the mood to read?

If I like author X, who writes like 
her/him?

Tell me about a book by X 
that you read and enjoyed
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What do I read next?

Tell me about a Tell me about a 
book you read recently 
that you enjoyed

What are you in the What are you in the 
mood to read?

Have your read any 
good books lately?

Tell me about a 
book you read recently 
that you enjoyed

What are you in the 
mood to read?
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author
title

main character (and main character (and 
significant others)

setting
time period

theme
level of violencelevel of violence
use of sexuality
use of language
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Adventure/Suspense
Christian

CrimeCrime
Fantasy

Historical
Horror

Mystery
RomanceRomance

Science Fiction
Western

www.arrtreads.org
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http://www.epnet.com/thisTopic.php?topicID=16&
marketID=6

http://rainfo.lu.com
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http://www.gale.com/servlet/ItemDetailServlet?region=9&
imprint=000&titleCode=GAL10&type=4&id=111002

http://www.syndetics.com
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http://www.allreaders.com/default.asp

http://www.tnrdlib.bc.ca/rr.html
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http://www.hclib.org/pub/bookspace/Find
AGoodBook.cfm

http://www.webrary.org/rs/rslinks.html
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http://www.webrary.org/rs/flsubunsub.html


