Using Meebo at your Library

A Meebo chat reference service is simple to implement, using the widget code available through your Meebo interface (www.meebo.com).  Simply create an account for your library and create a Meebo Me Widget, under the Preferences link at the top of the screen.  This will generate the code necessary to set up a chat box on your website.

If you want to create a pop-out Meebo window, like that used on the Cheng Library website, though, consult with your IT manager and/or do the following:

Main Library Homepage:

Use this code to create a link on your library homepage or whichever page you want to include your IM chat reference (Contact Us, etc.).

Embed this code into the header of the webpage that your link will be on.   For instance, ours is on both our homepage and our "Ask a Question" page. 

<script type="text/javascript">

<!--

function open_win()

{

window.open("IMpop.htm","_blank","toolbar=no, location=no, directories=no, status=no, menubar=no, scrollbars=no, resizable=no, copyhistory=no, width=215, height=370");

}

-->

</script>

Finally, include a link to your actual Meebo window (IMpop.html), on your site.  The following code should surround the text or image that you want to act as your link, and will be used to open the messenger window.  

· Example of image link:

<a onclick="open_win()" target="new"><img src="ImageName.jpg" /></a>

· Example of text link:

<a onclick="open_win()" target="new">THIS IS MY LINK TEXT</a>

Pop-out Page:

Include the Meebo widget code (found in your Meebo account window) on a blank page, and place it in the same folder as your homepage, on the server.  Our page is called IMpop.html, but you can call yours whatever you want, just change the filename in the above example.

If you have questions about this document, please contact Tony Joachim (973-720-366; joachima1@wpunj.edu) at the David & Lorraine Cheng Library at William Paterson University.

