NJLA/ACRL User Education Committee Meeting
October 16, 2009

10:30am-12:30pm

Rider University

Present: Ma Lei Hsieh (chair), Amy Clark, Lisa Coats, Jaqui DaCosta, Pat Dawson, Emily Dodd, (Rutgers Student, Intern at TCNJ) Eleonora Dubicki, Ruth Hamann, Theo Haynes, Chris Herz, Nancy Madasci, Nancy Weiner
Meeting called to order at 10:35am

1. Minor revisions to the Minutes from September 11 were made and included the following:

a. Insert the word “at” before Monmouth in the second to last line on page one. 

b. Delete Ma Lei’s name from the second to last sentence on page two about updating the User Ed Webpage and Wiki. 

Minutes as revised were unanimously approved. 

2. Ongoing Business 

a. Proposals for NJLA Conference. Eleanora noted that proposals must be submitted to her no later than November 12th.  
i Faculty/Librarian Collaborations-Lisa Coats reported that she, along with Steve Chudnick from Brookdale would be participating in this program. Lisa noted that a faculty member from Monmouth would be participating in the program, so we may need to work around her schedule in selecting a time slot for the program. Lisa is not sure if Steve will be able to have a faculty member join him, but will double check on their availability. Bonnie Fong from Felician College will act as moderator for the session. 
ii The Librarian in the Online Environment-Jacqui DaCosta reported on this proposal which is being coordinated by Leslin Charles of Berkeley College. Jacqui also noted that Denise Marshall from Farleigh Dickinson University has volunteered for the program since Lynee Richel may not be able to attend the NJLA Conference. 
iii Assessment-Using Google Docs for Assessment-Ma Lei noted that Bobbie Tipton from Rutgers Newark submitted this proposal and will be joined by Diane Campbell from Rider and Nancy Weiner from William Paterson University. 
iv Ma Lei asked if there were any other proposal ideas. Eleanora suggested that we may want to consider submitting a proposal on LibGuides and perhaps seek a public library partner for the proposal. While all were in agreement as to the value of such a program, there was some concern expressed about focusing on just one product that required purchase. After some discussion, it was decided that including another product or tool for comparison purposes would be worthwhile. Chris Herz recalled reading an article in C& RL News that included information about a comparison product and would forward the citation information. Eleanora and Ruth Hamman will discuss and write up a proposal after reviewing the article. 
v We also decided not to submit a proposal for a program on the Progression Standards for the NJLA Conference. 
b. LibGuides – Eleanora Dubicki and Ruth Hamman 
i. Before Ruth arrived, Eleanora showed a few of the LibGuides created for subject areas and courses at Monmouth University. Eleanora noted that the report feature provides the number of hits to a page which can be very useful. Eleanora also described the ease of use and how one could use one guide as a template and simply change the information and content for different subject areas. 
ii. Eleanora reported that promotion of LibGuides occurred during the summer and eventually the Research Guides would be replaced with LibGuides. So far, response and feedback to the LibGuides has been positive and many of us were impressed with the user friendly interface. 
iii. Ruth showed a few LibGuides she created for Passaic County Community College and noted that many professors at PCCC are also creating and using LibGuides for their courses. 
iv. Ruth noted the ease of use and the ability to adapt, with permission, already created LibGuides as templates for your own pages. Ruth noted it can take a few hours or a few days to create a LibGuide, but felt that most librarians would be able to create their own without technical assistance. 
v. Both Eleanora and Ruth noted that some assistance from a tech services librarian or similar may be required at initiation but once established, the LibGuides can be created and revised by all librarians.
c. Wiki Webpage Update 

i. Ma Lei reported that Leslie Murtha is updating the Wiki page and that members should have received a message from Leslie asking everyone to review their contact information. If there are any changes, please notify Leslie. 
ii. Ma Lei also encouraged everyone to send Leslie the names of individuals who would like to join the Committee. 
iii. Meeting minutes from the past two years will be included on the wiki but if anyone has copies of older minutes, these should be sent to Leslie for the archives.   

iv. Links to documents/information of interest such as the material sent by Chris Herz on concept maps will also be included on the wiki. Members are encouraged to submit resources for teaching librarians to Leslie. 

d. Vale Conference Summary  

i. Jacqui Dacosta confirmed that four breakout session proposals and one poster session had been submitted by the deadline for the Vale Conference. The proposals include: the VALE SIL Survey Results and Best Practices, Developing Institutional Information Literacy Plans, Information Literacy Progression Standards and the Librarian in the Online Environment. The theme of the poster is “There’s more to VALE SIL than VOILA”. Eleanora and Ma Lei also submitted proposals for the poster session.
3. New Business  

a. Summer Program
I. Wanting to offer some type of program during the late spring/summer, possible formats and topics for such a program were discussed. Eleanora mentioned the possibility of having a “Library Camp” that could focus on a range of areas, such as opening and closing your instructional classes and it could potentially include an outside speaker. Icebreakers and specific learning objectives were also mentioned as possible topics for a full day workshop/program. 
II. Lisa Coats noted there was a Librarian Bootcamp at Princeton Public Library last year and that she would check into the specifics of the program and report back since we would not want to be in conflict with another program. It would also be useful to see how the program was structured. Lisa also suggested that we may want to involve librarians who have completed Train the Trainer sessions as possible speakers or presenters since they may be available at no cost. 
III. A date/location would need to be decided upon but all agreed it would be a worthwhile venture. We would also promote the program to school librarians and offer continuing education hours. 
IV. Discussion will continue at the next meeting scheduled for November 20, at Passaic County Community College’s Hamilton Club. 
4. Adjournment at 12:36pm
Respectfully submitted by,

Nancy J. Weiner 
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