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WHERE TO FIND REVIEWS
Note: many are available on the web as well as in print

Library-related publications:


Booklist


Kirkus


Library Journal


Publisher’s Weekly

Popular Magazines:


Entertainment Weekly


Essence


Newsweek


People


Time

Check out your favorite magazines and those popular at your library

Popular Web Bookstores


amazon.com


barnesandnoble.com

Local and national newspapers

Specialized Book publications:


bookmarks (www.bookmarksmagazine.com)


BookPage (www.bookpage.com)

Specialized book and genre websites

Your favorite Book Blogs


look for ones related to genres and types of books your readers request as well

Social Networking Sites:


Librarything


Goodreads


Shelfari

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN REVIEWS
Read for appeal, those adjectives that indicate the feel of the book and take us beyond plot.

Consider:


What’s the genre? Might readers of other genres enjoy it?


Does the review bring other titles or authors to mind?


What reader might enjoy the book?

TIPS

The review doesn’t have to be positive or well-constructed. We can discover the kind of information we need from almost any review.

Reviews are everywhere–published in magazines and newspapers, presented on the radio and television, on blogs and web-based book ordering sites, on social-networking sites. Keep an eye out.

Reviews are impressions–we collect them from all sources and share them with readers.

If you’re in a hurry, check out the first and last sentences of the review. In the best they give you a quick picture of the book.

Is the review signed? Over time we get to know individual reviewers and their biases. We can also see how the titles they praise play in our collections and with our readers.

Use blog “reviews” to revisit classics and titles lost in the stacks.

